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The assassinations of Abraham Lincoln and John 
F. Kennedy took place almost one hundred years apart 
and have intrigued historical comparisons for the last 
three decades. Lincoln was cut down at the end of the 
most divisive war in this country’s history and Kennedy’s 
life taken before he could realize the potential of chang- 
ing many of the national institutions that had their origins 
in pre- civil war times. 

But for all the parallels, Lee Harvey Oswald and John 
Wilkes Booth's characters and personality were quite 
opposite in nature. 

Lee Harvey Oswald was a loner, a man of limited for- 
mal education who taught himself the Russian lan- 
guage, one who flirted between the two worlds of Texas 
and New Orleans, coming into contact with vanous mob 
bosses, and former F.B.I. / C.I.A. people. His relation- 
ship with his wife Marina was sporadic at best. During 
their brief marriage they both lived in different cities and 
only visited on weekends or when Lee wanted to see his 



young child. 

Oswald had links to the various American intelli- 
gence organizations . Both the F.B.I. and the C.I.A. had 
files on him over a number of years. 

Even after his capture by the Dallas police on 
November 22, 1963 in a Texas theater following the 
shooting of Officer Tippet, the mystery of the true identi- 
ty of Lee Harvey Oswald, as well as his role in the as- 
sassination of President Kennedy , was never fully an- 
swered. 

When brought in for questioning after the assassi- 
nation, Dallas police found conflicting identification on 
Oswald’s person. He earned a Selective Service card 
with the name of Alek James Hidell. No explanation of 
the reason Oswald earned false documents was ever 
provided. 

During the two days that he remained under the 
scrutiny o4 the Dallas police, Oswald never revealed any 
pertinent information concerning his part in either the 
Kennedy or Tippet shooting. Oswald held fast to his 
story that he had no part in the killing of President 
Kennedy and that he had no idea why he was being 
held 

Over the years many researchers of the Kennedy 
assassination have studied Oswald’s rather calm behav- 
ior during his interrogation by Dallas police. His refusal 
to buckle under intense questioning for two full days by 
both local and federal officials have lent some research- 
ers to propose that Oswald was "programmed" on how 
to avoid stress and how to handle himself under such an 
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Immediately following the shooting of President Lincoln. Booth is reported to have fled to Virginia with David 
Herold. an alleged accomplice. An intense manhunt of hundreds of soldiers pursued. Booth was reportedly found in 
Bowling Green. Virginia at the Garrett Farm, where a gunfighl ensued. Booth was reportedly shot by Boston Corbet. . 
His body was taken back to Washington for a quick inquiry and buried in an unmarked grave. 

Several historians disagree with this version of events. They assert that Booth was not killed at Garrett's Farm. 

In their book The Lincoln Conspiracy (1977), the authors Balsiger and Seller assert that a conspiracy to kill Lincoln 
was hatched by Secretary of War Edwin Stanton and Head of National Detective Police Lafayette Baker. They stale that 
Booth fled Washington with Edwin Henson. 

While traditional historic accounts report that Booth’s body was identified by his family . his dentist and a surgeon 
(Dr. Muddk historians report that Booth’s exposure to the elements and lack of food during his escape may have ren- 
dered his body to a condition of being difficult to positively identify. Booth was known to have a scar on the back of his 
neck from Dr. Mudd’s surgery and broke his leg while fleeing the assassination. 

Over the years, a few historians have gone so far as to state that Booth was not killed at Garrett’s Farm but lived 
for many years after the assassination as a man called David George of Enid. Oklahoma. George is reported to have suf- 
fered a serious illness in later years, during which be told a friend that he was John Wilkes Booth. The friend thought 
George was delirious with fever and discounted the revelation. Booth later recovered. 

An alleged autopsy of the body of David George was reported to reveal a broken leg similar to the place and 
type of Booth’s, as well as evidence of a similar type of neck surgery. 



BACK CHANNELS 



-16- 



WINTER 1992 



TT TRTTR ©SWAILI© 1MMJIB1JE 

Three accounts of people claiming to be Oswald prior to the Kennedy assassination were reported. 

On June 3. I960, F.B.I. Director J. Edgar Hoover wrote a memo on Oswald in which it was mentioned that there was a possi- 
bility that an impostor was using Oswald’s birth certificate. In March 1961. the Passport Control office of (he State 
Department stated that Oswald’s mother reported to them her letters were not being delivered to her son and the Consular sec- 
tion warned that an impostor may be using Oswald’s identification.. D.S. Military Intelligence bad a file on Oswald which list- 
ed the which he eventually purchased a rifle connected with the Kennedy assassination under. The file was destroyed 
shortly after the president's death. 

Several New Orleans based events pose questions regarding Oswald’s double. When Oswald left there for Mexico and 
Dallas, be bad his mail transferred to Ruth Paine. Sometime after he left New Orleans(October 1963), another person filled out 
a second change of address form which was not in Oswald’s handwriting. While living in New Orleans, Oswald often used the 
name Osborne. Under this name he ordered and handed out pro Castro literature while simultaneously being connected to 
anti Castro personalities such as Guy Bannister and David Feme. In September 1963, witnesses on a Trailways bus beaded for 
Mexico City report that they saw Oswald talking to a man named John Bowen, aka. Albert Osborne. 

An anti-Castro woman, Sylvia Odk) reported that three men led by a man named Leopoldo called upon her in September 
1963. In her discussion with Leopoldo the next day. she was asked what she thought of one of the mcnleon Oswald He stal- 
ed that Oswald was a Marine and expert marksman, but known to be somewhat “loco.” 

While Odio later identified this man as Lee Harvey Oswald, the real Oswald was traveling in Mexico City during this time. 

To complicate matters further, a letter sent to the Soviet embassy in Washington D.C. (signed by Oswald and dated 
November 9, 1963) stated “1 was unable to remain in Mexico indefinitely because of my Mexican visa restrictions which was 
for 15 days only. I could not take a chance on requesting a new visa unless I used my real name so I returned to the United 
States.** 

Paul Goody, the funeral director who oversaw Oswald’s burial and exhumation remarked that be was visited by secret 
service agents on December 21, 1963. They told him. “we don’t know who we have in that grave.” 



interrogation. Where had this high school drop out and 
loner acquired such skills? 

The mysterious adventures of Lee Harvey Oswald 
in the months prior to the assassination are one of the 
darkest chapters in history. 

Oswald spent many months in New Orleans where 
he worked for the Fair Play for Cuba Committee and 
met many people who were to later make up the pieces 
of the mosaic of the Kennedy assassination. There he 
stayed with his mother's sister, Lillian Murret, whose 
husband Charles (Dutz) Murret was a low level member 
of the Carlos Marcello crime syndicate. What connec- 
tion Oswald had with organized crime and the mob's 
connection to the Kennedy assassination has yet to be 
conclusively proven. 

In September 1 963, Oswald left New Orleans and 
returned to Dallas where he begin an on again/off again 
relationship with his wife Marina. Prior to the assassina- 
tion, Oswald left his wife and daughter in Fort Worth and 
moved to the Oak Cliff section of Dallas. It was in 
Dallas that he got a job at the Texas School Book 
Depository as a shipping clerk. 

There have also been confirmed reports that 
Oswald (or someone looking like him) had clandestine 
meetings with Jack Ruby in Ruby’s strip joint known as 
the Carl Club. Ruby was to have told Oswald never to 
come there again. 



If these allegations are true then a positive link be- 
tween the two men can be established. Whatever mo- 
tive Oswald may have had and substantiation that he 
was part of a conspiracy died with him when Jack Ruby 
shot him. 

Ruby was found guilty of killing Oswald and sen- 
tenced to prison. While there he suddenly developed 
cancer and died a short time later. 

Similar to the aftermath of the assassination of 
President Lincoln, a governmental commission was ap- 
pointed to investigate the death of President Kennedy. 
The Warren Commission investigated the assassination 
and, in only a tenth month period, came back with their 
conclusion. Lacking vital information that would come to 
light years later, the commission concluded that Oswald 
had acted alone and that there was no link between 
Oswald and Jack Ruby, and that there was no conspira- 
cy in the president’s murder 

It wasn't until the late 1 970's that a Congressional 
investigation was conducted into the president’s assas- 
sination. The committee concluded that Oswald had 
shot Kennedy but that there existed some evidence that 
a conspiracy to kill the president existed and that 
Oswald was a part of it. No names were cited and the 
investigation ended. 

However, lingering doubts as to the real reasons 
why John F. Kennedy was killed still linger and will con- 
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tinue to do so , perhaps until the closed files are made 
available to the public (provided that pertinent material 
has not been deleted or destroyed. 

If the life of Lee Harvey Oswald was shrouded in 
mystery then the story of John Wilkes Booth is an open 
book. Booth came from a distinguished theatrical family 
and during the early 1 860’s, was one of the most sought 
after actors in the country. 

John Wilkes Booth didn’t start out with a precon- 
ceived plan to assassinate Abraham Lincoln. While he 
was a rabid foe of Lincoln and took up the southern 
cause at the start of the Civil War, his plan to kill the 
president evolved like the roles he played on stage. 

During his extensive travels throughout the U.S., 
Booth came into contact with like minded Southerners 
who believed in the same ideals as he did. At these 
meetings, Booth and his friends discussed politics and 
the way President Lincoln was running the country, par- 
ticularly as it affected the South. The more they talked, 
the deeper the distrust they felt toward Lincoln. 

In time, Wilkes Booth joined a secret organization 
called the Knights of the Golden Circle, This covert. 
Southern group believed in the promotion of slavery 
throughout the union. Booth’s acceptance into the 
Knights of the Golden Circle set him off on a course of 



covert operations for the South. It is known that during 
1863, Booth actively joined the Confederate Secret 
Service. He had contacts with people in the 
Confederate government and went to Montreal, Canada 
in May, 1865 to confer with Southern sympathizers 
there. What Booth and his partners did and talked 
about in Canada can only be speculated upon. 

The year before Booth's trip to Canada, he had an- 
other, clandestine meeting with two other men in a hotel 
in Baltimore. With Booth were Michael O’Laughlen and 
Samuel Arnold, men whom he'd known for a long time. 
At the meeting, Booth advised them of a plan that would 
strike right at the heart of the war effort. 

Booth asked them if they would join him in a plot to 
kidnap President Lincoln when he came to the Soldiers 
Home near Washington. After much discussion the plan 
was dropped. They would wait for a better opportunity. 

But if Arnold and O’Laughlen forgot about Booth’s 
scheme to capture President Lincoln, the actor did not. 
Booth knew that he’d have to make some move to get at 
Lincoln. 

It was only a matter of time. 
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